American Red Cross International Humanitarian Law (IHL) Survey

Key Findings and Teaching Resources – April 2011
Only 1 in 5 American youth are familiar with the Geneva Conventions but 4 in 5 think that the U.S. should better educate young people on IHL before they can vote and enlist in the military.
	KEY FINDINGS
	Teaching IHL in the classroom: 

Lessons and resources from Exploring humanitarian law 

	Only 1 in 5 American youth are familiar with the Geneva Conventions.
	The Geneva Conventions are the core of international humanitarian law (IHL) and have been adopted by every country in the world.  These rules seek to restrict the means and methods of warfare while protecting civilians, prisoners of war and wounded soldiers.
· Exploration 2A: Limiting the devastation of war – Examine why rules are needed and introduce the basic rules of IHL. Describe the relationship between IHL and human rights law and how these rules apply during armed conflicts.

· Exploration 2B: Codes and tradition over time – Illustrate the various s universality of efforts to limit the devastation caused by war.
· IHL Guide – a Legal Manual for EHL Teachers – A resource for educators providing concise answers to specific IHL questions raised by students in the classroom.

	Youth are inclined to support illegal actions in times of war.
· Nearly 3/5 youth (59%) believe there are times when it is acceptable to torture the enemy. 

· More than 2/5 youth (41%) believe there are times when it is acceptable for the enemy to torture captured American prisoners.

· More than half of youth (56%) believe that there are times when it is acceptable to kill enemy prisoners in retaliation if the enemy has been killing American prisoners.
	IHL clearly condemns torture of any captured enemy prisoners. These rules of war also condemn the killing of enemy prisoners in retaliation. IHL provides specific protections for persons detained in relation to an armed conflict.
· Exploration 2A: Limiting the devastation of war – Examine why rules are needed and introduces the basic rules of IHL. 

· Exploration 3A: Identifying violations of IHL – Identify violations and reasons why they are violated. Examine the chain of consequences that results from violations.
· Exploration 3B: From the Perspective of Combatants – Look at dilemmas that may arise in respecting IHL in combat situations. Deals with dilemmas involving difficulties that arise when distinction between civilians and combatants is unclear.

· Exploration 3C: Who is responsible for respecting IHL? – Are rules enough? Examine responsibilities of various people for ensuring respect of IHL.

· Exploration 4A: Rationales and options for dealing with IHL violations – How does dealing or not dealing with violations affect the well-being of a society after armed conflict?
· Exploration 5C: Focus on protecting prisoners - Look at ways in which IHL protects the lives and human dignity of prisoners. Explore dilemmas faced by humanitarian workers in ensuring respect for the rules that exist to protect prisoners.

	Only 1 in 5 American youth know that the U.S. first adopted rules limiting how wars should be conducted during the American Civil War.
	During the American Civil War the first codified rules of international humanitarian law were adopted.  In 1863, President Lincoln commissioned a code of war (known as the Lieber Code) as part of a commitment to uphold American values and principles. Inspired in part by her work in the American Civil War, Clara Barton would later found the American Red Cross and also advocate for the U.S. ratification of the first Geneva Convention. 
· The Lieber Code: Limiting the Devastation of War - Examine why rules are needed and introduces the basic rules of IHL as they emerged during the Civil War.
· Humanitarian Acts: What Can Bystanders Do? – Explore the role of ordinary people who acted to protect the life and human dignity of people during the Civil War. The real-life stories focus on people such as Clara Barton who impartially cared for the wounded on the battlefield.


To access the survey results, visit:  www.redcross.org/ihl. 
To download the free lessons from Exploring Humanitarian Law and The American Civil War: A Humanitarian Perspective, visit:  www.redcross.org/ehl.
